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ASSOCIATION OF MINING AND EXPLORATION COMPANIES — 
MINE CLOSURE AND REHABILITATION CONFERENCE 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.04 pm]: On Tuesday, 1 April 
I had the pleasure of opening the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies’ conference on mine 
closure and rehabilitation. The conference provided an opportunity for those striving towards improving 
rehabilitation and mine closure outcomes to share their experiences and ideas. Effective mine closure and 
rehabilitation is critical for ensuring the long-term sustainable value of our state, and is a key focus of the 
Liberal–National government’s reform program to streamline approvals and improve the environmental 
outcomes of resource development. With our environmental reforms, we aim to improve effectiveness and 
efficiency, and provide accountability. We will drive for continuous improvement across industry and 
government and we will strive to further build and sustain community confidence in Western Australia’s 
resources industry. 

To achieve this vision, we are transitioning to a risk-based regulatory system. This system acknowledges that 
industry is capable of identifying and addressing the environmental risks of its operations. It also ensures that the 
department’s regulatory efforts are targeted. However, it is vital that industry is aware of the state government’s 
expectations, and this will be done by establishing clear objectives and outcomes. The reforms will also look at 
how the department captures and uses data. This information will allow the department to better assess 
environmental performance across the industry. It will also provide crucial information to help the department 
design intervention programs, target regulatory effort, and ensure community expectations are met. 

Later this year I will introduce a second tranche of legislative reforms which will allow the Department of Mines 
and Petroleum to deliver a risk-based approvals process and ensure that appropriate compliance tools are 
available. I thank the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies for its efforts in putting on this 
conference, and for the opportunity for open dialogue on ensuring that industry performance meets community 
expectations for mine closure. 
 


	ASSOCIATION OF MINING AND EXPLORATION COMPANIES —MINE CLOSURE AND REHABILITATION CONFERENCE
	Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum


